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I suppose nobody has forgotten the great

Manchester .swindle, when Jonas Meass
and Theodore Allcock managed to abscond
With twenty thousand pounds of ther em-

ployers' and bolted clean across the At-
lantic tefore we could get on the trail. It
took me six weeks of my time and a regu-
lar chase and no mistake before I ran the
two scoundrels to earth in Chicago. where
they were giving themselves out as English
lords. However, I succeeded In catching
their lordships. and I didn't care how much
trr-uble It had cost me. I had brought
Messrs. Mears and Allcock back safe to
their native country and delivered them
over to the proper authorities, and I
thought I had earned a few days' rest.
We had had a wretched passage across,
with head winds agarnst us eight days out
of the ten, and, my duty done, I thought
with keen satisfaction of my little place at
Fulham ard my own comfortable feather
bed and my wife waiting to welcome me
home with a tasty lttle supper.
The realty was as good as the anticipa-

tion. It was a beastly autumn afternoon,
with a driving rain and a cold southwest
wind, but the cottage looked bright and
cozy and warm, and Nancy was as red as

a peony from pleastre at see'ng me.

It was eariy when I reached home, not
more than 5 o'clock. but I was a regular
beat, and when I had had my dinner of
tripe and onions I felt good for nothing
but to go to bed and sleep. I was neither
fit to talk ror think. I coulda't keep my
eyes open, an;1 my vife's chatter sounded
Nk a confused medley of sound. I couldn't
4even relish a, piLpe, but t.ok a drop of
Scotch hot and staggered up to my own
room.
"Whatever you do, my dear,' I said to

Nancy, "don't disturb me till you hear
I'm awake again, for I've got several
rights' rest to make up. I'll lock my door,
arol don't come up till I unlock it-unless,
ind.ed. 'tis scmithing very Darticular, like
a message from the chief. or sruch like."
"Lr', Jark!" exclaimed Nancy-when-

ever my w fe uses the ar-ctionate diininu-
tive of my name she always pronounces it
as If 4he wrer a jek-'law making known
Its desire for food--Lor' Jark, he'd never
be sendin' after you s-> Fojn as this, and
you just off LzarI ship! You go to sleep
an, thin-k r.o more of -.h folishness."
"Nancy." I repf'ed, "the business of the

state mut be att-nledi to, at any cost.
I don't expect anythi.g of the sort, but if
a wire should arrive I must have it with-
out delay."
"Drat the state!" er:ed Nancy, "it don't

pay you over and above so much that it
has any call to rob you of your natural
rest. Go to s!e-p, John Busby. do-or you
will be fit for no'h-ing t-morrow morning."

I find it difficult to cor.vince my wife of
the enormous importaree of my office, and
the dignity of my employers. She is al-
ways ".iratting" the government and
"blowing" the sup intendent of pulice, In
a manne.r which woudld cost me my ap-
pointment if ourheardl, but she is a good
wife to me and ;!e means well. I supposeIt is har-I on a wo:n-in to have hcr husband
called away at all manner of times and
never to know when to expect him back
again. But I haod no in-riation to argue
the nat:.r !hen. I crawled upstairs to myhod roon nl w as soon betwten the ban-
k-ts, sunk n a procfouundi slumb')er-so pro-
found that I b-c!ame utterly unconscious
to all exornal things, nrd had rot even
the powe' to dream. It seemerl as if I hal
b.-n sel.-r for hours. or d.lzs, when I
wa!s coMl Iby the sound of an uncertain
tapping an ny Lel rom loor, an:l an
apoio+reti. vic-e, calimr in a l.uri whsLer:
"Jack!" As saoon as I becamte suieiently
eon i--)-!'z to e. !izet wet: I was sure
sa. :h = (, f ortance must have oc-
-ri anr7.1 v-as fn th alert in a tnnamenz.

rwdtectives learn to shep with our
ar c-r P.

as 't, N'nev?" I exei'rred. bur-
ryin t ?I the roor. Y-, 'i' was halfcry'~i-at .

, wrth a yellow envelope in

'0. J:.rk" shesaid "therc's a nasty tio#-
gram Cvne for you, and I wouldn't have
let you see it for ever s,, o-ly I was afraid

"What i. it) NancyT"
7ou m ght he angry with me, but however
they can have the 'eart to do it--"
"Here! give me the message at once," I

said, and she handed it to me. I tore the en-
velope open-out fluttered the pink paper, on
which was written: "Imp'ortant robbery at
The Gables. Manningford. Travel down by
mail train."
"What time is it, Naney?" I asked, as I

hurrIed on my clothes agaIn.
"Just gone 10. But, 0! Jark!'youa're never

going to start off again when I haven't nlo
more than seen your face!" said the poor
woman, crying.
"Well, it looks like it, Nan, but it isn't my

fault, as you well knew. 1-d befladl enough
to spend a few quiet days with you, hut busi-
ness is business, my dear, and the state
claims my first attention."
"O! dlang the state!" exclaimed Nancy,

angrily. "Why can't it keep more detective
officers. I should like to know, instead of
working them as it has, to skin and bone?"
"Yes! yes! but never mind just now: but,

get me out my other suit, Nancy. for the last
day I was aboard the Atalanta she shipped
a sea over this one, and it must go to the
cleaner's. The Gables is a b'g place, I've
heard, and I must dress according."
"And ho-v long will you be gone, Jark?"
"That I can't say! It must be a serious

robbery, or the chief wouldn't have ordered
me to travel by the night matl. No time to
be lost, I guess! Now get me a hansom;
there's a good lass. I must call at the yard
for my Instructions before I catch the mal
from Paddington."
My wife did as I requested her, weeping

quietly the while. I kissed her, hastIly
jumped into the hansom, told the diriver to
go as if the old man were after him, and
started for Scotland Yard.
"I was sorry to have you up again so soon,Busby," said the inspector, "hut there's no

help for it! Just had information from Man-

. ein, Duaby," he .aid.
Pingfora en ..a Gae.uaa ...

tive we have, and you know who that Is,
when you're at homer
This compliment from our Inspector, who

is no flatterer a. a rule, pleased me very
much, and I felt the strength of a lion rise
in me at his words. I fancy I got a bit red
as I answered:
"Thank you kindly. sir I suppose the

bus!ness Is of Importance!"
a "Every Importance! Property to the
amount of £30,000 missing, under circum-
stances which seem to point to-however. I
shall leave you to find out that for yourself!You may be detained some days In The
Gables; indeed, you are sure to be. Are you
prepared for It?"
"I can write to Mrs. Busby for what I

may require, sir," I replied. "May I ask on
whose Infor mation we are acting?"
"Oh, yes! No secreey about the matter!The

person who has written for your attend-
ance is Sir Charles Ellesmere, the master
of the house. His father died only last
week-was buried yesterday-the jewels
found missing after the reading of the will.
He says they are of fabulous value, and a
family heirloom."
"All the better," I said. "They will be

the more easily traced. They won't give
me so much trouble as Messrs. Mears and
Allcock's gold and silver did. Stones can't
be melted down into lumps of ore."
"Ah! Busby," the inspector was good

enough to say, for the second time, "that
was a sharp piece of work and it won't be
forgotten! You'll reach Manningford about
5 o'clock, so you had better put up at a
potel till you've had your breakfast, then
off to The Gables, as soon as may be!"
"Very good, sir! I'll start at once, tEd

wire you all particulars as soon as I've
heard them. And If I require assistance,
I'll have Crewe, If you're willing. He has
the coolest head, I know!"
"After your own, Busby!" said the in-

spector, laughing, and I thanked him again,and started on my journey. It was Novem-
ber, and the nights were bitterly cold. I
wrapped myself up well in my rug, and

ek in a corner of the railway
carriage,tried to resume my broken slum-bers, but it was useless. I had been toothoroughly roused. When I arrived at the
Manningford Hotel, I sat in one corner of
the office room till it was light enough to

In Another Mi1nute the Door Reopened
have my breakfast. By that time several
custome-rs, chietly travelers, were dow.Nn
alsoi, arnd two or thrze outsiders had stray-
ed in to warm themselves with a cup of t _a
or coffee before they started on the:rdas

ork. I soon found that the mysterious
robbery at The Gables was the general
topic of cnversation.-
V"Balt It's quIte incomnprehens!ble!" sk

Jewels was safe

In the old baronet's bedlroo)m a week bpfore
he died, for Rtachel MIarks, saw them with
her own-, eyes! And no one entered the room
till after, and1 then only the undertakers:"
"Ah! them. lo-lertakers!" exclainie.d

nnother man. "I wolnttrust them any
f -rther than I could see 'em! Why! I re-
Member when myv mother d ,andl they
was lft in the roint to lay her in hRer cf-
fint, there wasn't a pin le-ft in the cus:i',a
tha next mornin-at. anBl the very soee raS

t-J>ok oat of the soapdishj, for I've hear] nmy
csterer say so as travre o' t res."
"Themnt jewels was worth a powefr of

money," Interpo>sel a third. "The old gn
timan g t thcofme frrem the king ofth .-

er. ann they was value: at a mil:e n

-"Hbe stte them, mest wkl," sahe the

first seaker. "It wes in, the day of :1

.in thCldany, when tro Brisher bereht an1 left; 'laot.' 1ahey called it, bw:tihme to tne same horg!i no w, yom
till ate what they only ta ner!Te-y-
--'t them again! LrI it wo't bie for i;:

lr e havem t"I -r:.pi uher anytEete from London, a d h ll the serarts
are lrf to leave th lau et!! he e '.s

fl thnd em, never fear! Tnhey canl't '

t e ' y theineve , nr they can't b-
vr.y far, n ther! All I kno i.. hea I

woueldn't ie to e th' man as has ." ot 'c.a.The oher h,'] n:ff 'e out aner of

..ne man! repeate. his q min e..-
temp'tu.;:si y. " 'Tain' no mian as has thlo ._

owe!y-_e'd better shake out m y laskirts, insted. That's where tkihe jofs
s gone. She was alays mad to g 'm
and mvad against the young baronet, and,she has 'E. You may take my word for :0
Ah! Deires no artfulness to baat the art-
fulne-s of a woman!" sighed rather itian
said, the other man, as though he hadcause ta know it.

PART 11.
I listened to ther ta!k, butt of cours e, I

said nothing. So that was the way the land

2ay,I' h- ough
he h

y.e t a s tru

ltte deendene was to b pla hce on thes
taught ml~ e ae thr was t e csmoke
wit'IIhut fie., netre to' Taitn 'an n

prejudiced mind, but i iis di Cult to, eaxtin-
gisyhrtan ofthougAht, c li, and
,ifouind myelf h thein there m'gh1, t bea
goa~o dea ll sene i te aorer:'sn surmi.
As snts my 'breakfast was conciuded

and Imad avens the younl without crat-
ne supcnas t o my taerand Imae y

my! crde' inourtdfulr Str bharltes rles
muee. ofhe ombteroansw herterd thedoor. the olntthermn ard thoug thenhat

"I' land tou'her tome, sr! ofhere bee
SI nde.Stdhat as heyurenane?

Gotededscr ad tov bee plaen trheseo
bucolic Gabnles yever lnceetheriate mate
taugh hme trom the wastseldmesmoke
withu fire. I dred say you'ntabe anvau-
ablejuct mInd t mttr is dihiclt havea
galshk tith yo, thoddar, oneyg ardby Ad
presend mysl frtuskIess iwtherh beur
rAster." ybrafatws ocid
and couldrser Thes hotel ityout eat-!ing utenbuser mycee eanto I mad-

wIy another minTe Gthes and, repened ndmycrSnue o r Charles illes-ee rse nde
sinuere.Thandomter won anve ~hegdookin toame gancd catrteor and mtenedt
me.t a seatd, uetoly: ehisef
"You glrad oe Scomen Yrd There been
"eray I understand Wi harIs s?"u nacm-
In Gablesheer sbenh aot msterurobmer hocommtd theEst premises, nw

fory yar ahcghoe!" n hn, ta
Imus ten yo dycreyn nol beoncern-
a"le adjunct In tbetter. C hals,"Ie aetlked "Pehapsu yodwrd, bygnd by.esrAb
ngstejwl."uhvels.
"Of knoure.ver! Titl ayoutyo jeweay,"h

And, thebutler wreedenifieInto an my
sate librr, well ofuntod metha bhey
"Tnhe miutae thendo rnqeoe hanti
cst thartsu, lemrkdred i ie
"H idg soo bfthe mtey Hoere a f

scamelarto thadite heowas ancri the
loosin India cman' caewrcn. Hemavedh
dm tao i a stadteo omny, himsel ert
"uel wrch the cotland Yard forunteeed
tey ustnderoftond, ofr hirregsmn"s Icin
tenant.Inrtrfothssrceterj,

who dw.Thas bgaeenl, prester iu
robmeriy comted on thestae premwes, and
Isuppose, as. ansbye"heloom. Shootly atr
myward wh fathe hae int hs hantletad
Ie must tell--he arrhed, knod concern-

"ItYoulndberete, Sir Charles, that-plhed rajahps oom wl bgnabry dei-
icn te youwan you cheldres ate. yu"
"I kaow *bery itle abimout ely, mhndWhen, "bu they were mnifice and my te

lael fathr has toftn ttolad mel tha they
were vaye atn fro neeneafor to thirt

cost, thatsitmwould rearked.ik-

"Ue nto htleH ea was an oier in them

matter, Sir Charles, you must -please to be
quite candid with me. You must not frotm
false delicacy keep back anything!"
"Well, then, I win say that, until my fa-

ther married again, I never thought it pon-
aeble that he would disregard the rajah's
uish concerning them!"
"The late baronet married-a second time,

then? The present Lady Eilesmere Is not
your mother!"
"Oh, dear r.o! My mother died when I

was about sixteen."
"And your age. Sir Charles?"
"Twenty-five on my last birthday!"
"This lady whom your late father mar-

ried, is she young?"
"Very young, In comparison with him-

about thirty, I should think!"
"And-pardon the question-may I ask if

you are, and always have been, on good
terms with this lady, Sir Charles?"
The young man looked distressed. Before

he answered me he glanced up Into my face
and inquired:
"Is this quito necessary?"
"Quite necessary, Sir Charles!"
"Then, if I mist speak, Mr. Busby, my

stepmother has atlways been my bitterest
enemy with my late father! From the day
she entered this house as Lady Ellesmere,
her aIm has been to keep me out of it. When
rmy own mother died and my father marred
agn I felt, bound to adopt some profes-
sion and took up that of medicine. It is a
wild profession, at least amongst Its young-
er votaries, as doubtless you know, and I
was as wild as my companions, I dpre say,
but -not worse. But I used to thihk that
there must be some spy set upon my ac-
tions-every little frolic was repeated to my
father with such exaggerattors that he be-
came at constant variance with me, and it
was a penalty to go home instead of a pleas-
ure. I felt lonely a-nd as if I had no home,
and this feeling perhaps, as much as any
other, induced me to marry, rather im-
prudently as it see-ned at the time, a young
lady to whom I had be-eme much attached."
"Yqu are a married man, then, Sir

Charles?" I said.
"Yes. I have been married six months

row!"
"And your lady is in the house?"
"She is. I rent for her as soon as my fa-

ther's vill was made known to me!"
"Will you 1::dly proceed and let mne

know under what circumstancea the rajah's
l:eirloom wis m'esed?"
"It w's like this, Mr. Bushy. A week he-

fore my father d'erl he sent for me and ac-
rutred me of hav"ng married Miss Lascelles
-that was the name of my wife-without
his consent or knowledge. I retaliated by
sayitr that ho had shown no interest In my
pro-,eedings lately. and therefore I did not
e'r'oe'der that I owed him %ny confidence.
I a:o 0 marlerd wio it waa who ha-1 in-
formed him of the fact. He refused to tell
ie. but fell Into a terrible passion, deelarlng
that he had eut me out of hls will and left
ma clpemlert on the hoanty of my step-
rnother. I wajs deeply maortifiedl, but too
prod1 to remonstrate with him. We parted
in arger, and a week after they wrote to
tell me lie was deal, and that I was expected
to attend the fut":ral. I came down here
in consertue; ce, oulte believing that my
father's thrents to moe hai heen carried out.
.Ige of my sirprise trev" when the will
we readl after the foncral, to find that they
had been made merely to frighten me-that
I inherite.i all the iroperty with the excep-
tion of a settlement made upon his wife at
the tnime of the'r matrlare, including the
f:anoius jewels, wh'ch wEre expressly men-
tioned as a frni!,y heirloom. But when the
rolicitor came to look for the jewels in th
Stroet bex 'r whi-h they had always been
hopt in my rather's bed room, they had van-
ish-d-there was :ot a trace of them left.
Upon which. b'y h4; advice, I wired at once
to Scoiend Yord for ass'stance, and forh'tl
Lry of the srrvants leaving The Gables ti
y ou hnd arri.'l."'
"Ymu did v.-id'. Sir Chares, but may I

ask if any one hais left the house, even far
a va:lk, since the vwill was reati?"
"No cn, that I am aware of. The Ia1Vo

have 1ept vlcsely to their own rooms. The
funr: took phece only the d!y before yes-
terhav."
"AnI how rn-iny Inmate-s does the house

cntiin at the present mornent?"
"TheI: amy atelmntier, the Dowager

LaI-y E''csmern;my w!fe, Miss Craley. a
pair prai e of rmy late f-izher; but sh-
dloan't count. anr1 the :'rvants. Oeld-r.
tho h-it'r. h-is kno-iwn me from a halhy,
al s. -i the ul.per he'is rn-l., N .

'e oteio.s have he-n channqol s'v.ral
times M!Itc my f:.thpr rr-marriel; I kno.v
little or n thing of them!"

"Wv;: you tienerioe thoem jl'wels t:> me, as
acceratv a', ynu can. SIr Charles?"

"'ran. Tla efnrer one was an ener-
ou's emcr id-that wis surrounded by a
r of large br'llInt.s--those aain l

ds an ! ruih'e x-then brillirta. I c in
r de''n:M2 the e'fect of th-x to you.

Th::% blazneI 're fire. and I ha'e tald you
"valui:th, alil rmaren far any

c-mmon nernn to me11le vL," I ol,-
sereh1."if they have b'en st ,:n, it ha-
h'e <1t4lone by practieed profe-ional thieves,
or--er-"
"Or--.hm?"" dmcrran'e I Sr Chales. "Y

lon't r:nt' ne I would steal my own jew-
... !.) you?"7
"Not excy S!r Chares. 'But I suppose

you kenwit wI b. neces:r-y for me to ex-
ern e crery1 iI'y w --o may I- in th hh oIse,
s: tre:te:y. an ! to make a tharan sirh
and iiv -ttin of all the property coi-
tiined In it?'
"I suppese so. With whom will you bc-

gin?"
"Weil, the next person of imp-irtance

after yours'lf would seem to be the Daw-
ager Lardy Ellesmere. Would it he conve-
nient for me to interv:ew her before I pro-
ce;- to the others?"
"Certainly. I beleve she is exp-icting you

with some anxiety. Will you accompany
me to her baudoir?"

I r-tre and followed him from the room.
He did not appear to entertain any suspi-
clon of his stepmother with regard to the

robbery, but to my pract'ced eye it seemed

'T'len Returning to My 8 ide, She
Stoopied and Whispered.

as clear as daylight. However, one of our
first r'ules Is never to be prejudIced by the
story of one witness. but to keep our heads
clear until we have heard all there Is to
tell.
The young baronet preceded me to the

boudoIr, and simply saying: "This Is Mr.
Busby, from Scotland Yard, Lady Elles-
mere," left, me alone with his stepmother.
Heavens! what a beautiful woman she was!
As she rose to receive me, I thought I' had
never seen anything so handsome out of a
picture. Her appearance made quIte a re-
vulsion in my feelIngs regarding her. Her
voice, t'oe, when she spoke, was as soft and
musical as a flute.
"You are the detective for whom Sir

Charles has telegraphed?" sh commenced
by saying.
"Yes, my lady, I am," I replied, and then

she waved her hand toward a chair In the
most graceful manner, and said: "Pray, sit
down." Upon which I did as she desired
me, and she resumed her own seat.
"This is a most unfortunatte- affar, Mr.

Busby," she commenced, and I replied:
"Without doubt, may lady, It is."
"To happen at such a moment, too, when

we were all so distressed about the poor
dear baronet's death, makes It doubly an-
noying!"
"But, as your ladyship must perceive,

such an impudent robbery could only take
place at a time of distress and confusion.
The thieves have counted on that, to allow
.them to make off with their booty,"
"But I trust you will stop them," she said,

with a faint smile.
"I hope so, but In order to do It I must

ask' you to afford me all the help in your
power, Lady Ellesmere, by telling me ev-.-
er'ything you caa' about the theft and the
circumstances .in which It must have been
carried out."
"Of course, I quite understand that; but

there seems very little to tell. When the so-
ltor, Mr. Cator, unlocked the sate after
my late husband's will was read, in order

tdeie ver the jewels into the keeping
at ieCharl=s 'they were ganen' a-ys-

tige of =;p=hanyrhere. -That 14 all that
anybody kiidw aboutit."-

'But I wiit 'to know what took place be-
fore your lisband's death, in order that I
may judge' f the robbery were planned or
unpremedite-d. Will you kindly tell me
on what tehms the present baronet was
with his faeher?"
She lookea startled, and said, much as

Sir Charles %imself had done:
"Is that 'ecessary? Am I to disclose

family see to a stranger?"
"If the .tianger is to help unravel the

mystery, if lady--yes. Sir Charles has
told nie ad'ifuch as he thought would helpme in the rtrdtter."
At that c yes gleamed with a less sub-

dued light, ahd I guessed she had another
side of heirreharacter than the one she had
hitherto dihlayed to me.
"Oh, if that is the case, I need have no

hesitation." she replied."Well, then, he behaved shamefully to his
poar father. Mr. Busby, and I-I conclude I
speak in confidence to you-"
"Most certainly, my lady! You can saywhat you chocse, as safely as If I were a

doctor or a priest."She rose, and, going to the door, locked it;
then, returning to my side, she stooped and
%hispered:
"My own private belief is that Sir Charleswas the cause of his father's death!"

PART 1i1.
I stared at her-wondering if she were a

little insane--or excited by drink, but on
second thoughts I dismissed both ideas-
Lady Ellesmere meant what she aid,
whether she believed it or not.
"I will tell you the facts, Mr. Busby, andyou can makA of them what you like! The

present baronet and his father have always
been on had terms with each other. le
was furious with Sir Henry for marrying
me--furious with us both for loving each
other-his dissipa.tions nearly broke his
father's hert-and his extravagances sore-
ly trihd his ptrse-still, Sir Henry never
spoke of cutting him out of his will, until
the news reached him, throughga mutual
acquaintance, that his son had been maro
ried for the last six months, without giving
us the slightest intimation of the fact. SirHEnry was then vs well as you or I-hale.hearly man of sixty, without an ailment ofany sort. He wrote for his son to comedonin and sec h:niwh!ch he did, not know-ing that his father had hoard his secret,ard a terr'ipe :scene ensued. Sir Henryraved, aq I lons:dcr he had good right to1o, and the yrcung man cursed and swore,and it endedl by his father disowning him,and saying that he had out hn out of hiswll and left him dependent upon himself.Sir CIrles t s he is now) rushed from thehouse, vowin vengeance-I and several ofthe -;ervanti heard him-and when we wentIn to SIr Henry, '4e found him laid backt inlhis chnir, spochic-s, and almost ancon-se-ts frorn ti fearful excitemlent he had
pa.,Fscd through. We got him up to his bed,wh:ch h-3 never left again, dying within the
Wei-k."I
And here the newly-made widow put hercambric handkcrchief to her eyes and dab-hed therm delicately."You wish mie to understand-" I said, de-

murringly
"I w:sh neither you nor any one to adoptray opilir rs," Fle answered, sharply. "Youasked ne te!i you everything. and I havedone so. My 1:oor hushand trIed, unlti lie

drew his last b;reath, to make us all :ndei-
stand that l:s son had killed him-thoughparalyzed and unable to speak, he pointel
meessantly to lhe strong box in his room,vhere th-fewet s were kept, but I, havinghearri hirH fay so ( ften that he wotId rath-
er leave tlen to n o whor, he was or'st
tenderly httae hI) than to I;:-; son!, -howould only -'aguande-r them in dissipation,
!-lcVe' th::. he morely wished to int!-
mate that t!'ry were to be mv (wn. I
thoutht he, lm the trdlth when h_- to! I
rui0 that I i .er-j lhis will. and rv:

pia~te ta' I- surprse when I fouani thati:othing '4s to li" mine, - :eept my nr--
rl;g -s- 'rrnt. Blit the jewels were gore

our i ''d, desirous of lead-I -n her on. h:-t I plreivecth tatshe
n, and <;uite cap.ble: of

t ro as, Mfr. 1hy,t s Ihn-e
I krow for rIns th:to h Tre hy

tw :mh~mfd thervif:h's hel.1loom

rat~~~ hn.thsasm ntr wth hni,

t
re ree,-r',1 t--tht a wek-t er hec

Vxss ,0:'l. - the j-e-s vx -c a-d--
W':' thy went ard ho took

thmIn tisI,f r ym to i O't
'Pit' I I lrs nd ygur in:K''rm-;-on

t-ch thief only took his own
or y ?

he d'd:'t know otat it was I' sr
'Ile !::ctd j ---

t'l t t h- en-i left away fromt h1m.
"I!!t r .s:r,. ther ico:lb .no furI-

'-thr recesy f-r cnceamen'
"No orc- wouild cIcco-nte,, to con-
iim, f to 1.- a th ef, evt.i if no -p;.-eishmet cevldfollow! It was nec s-ary tomal:e a fus about the loss--,u t whether it

is ;:ssiumed or itKt. you may be a betteri:dge than rry.S4.lf'.
"No one, you :ty, saw the jowes after

ymt had handle-d them on Ttuesday'""No or- in this housc- saw thorn after
that," she ar..vered, determinedly. -I
lo'tked threm away in the strong box in Sir
Henry's bed room v:"th -iy own hands, nn-Ithe key lay, ns it always did. in a drawerof his burcau. It was found there after his

"Pard-on me-I suppose there were atteni-
ants passir-g In and out of the sick room?"
"CertaInly! But I am sure no servant in

this house vwould dare to touch such a valu'-
able thirmg-and before the baronet's own
Eyes! BesIdes, dulia ('raley never left Sir
Henry's side. day or night!",
"And may I ask who Julia Craley is?" I

tiemanide:d.

"Julla Cr-aley," replied Lady Ellesmere,
"Is a protege of the late baronet-the
daughter cf a distant cousin of hIs, who
was left a penniless orphan and- thrown on-
his bounty for protection and support. She
was deeply ottached to S'r Henry-her love
for hilm, and for his son also, was more
Ilkea that of a dog than.a human being. To
attack them or thea- property was like at-
tacking hetilife. She would never have al-
low-ed a creature but myself to have touch--
ed anything that belonged to them."
"A rnre fldelity, Lady Ellesmere," I re-

pled. "Might I ask to see this lady?"
"It would be of no use." said my inform-

ant. "Shte ean neither hear you nor speak
to :ou. Shte Is a deaf mute and almost imo-

'-Truly urfortunate." I murmured. "StilI.
I should Ikhe to see her, even If we cannat
converse together, it is part of my busi-
ness to lea-e no atone unturned."
"I believe she is out at present." replied

Lady Ellesmere; "indeed. I am sn-- she is,
for I saw. her goi down the garden patlh a
few mniotes ago. But she will soion he
batck. She is not strong enough for long

walks. 1:s there no one else you could speak
to In the interval, Mr. Busby?"

"Cet tainly there is, Lady Ellesmere. Sir
Charles' wife, I mean," I added, seeing tihe

cloud- that rrse to the lady's brow at the
mention of the name.

"But she, only arrived here yesterday,"
shae said.,,Miitlu her hand upon the hell."Neverthiels, I must see her-!" I replied,
and she rang the hell sharply, and told tihe

servant to conduct me to thme presence of
BIr Charles' wife. He ushered me into an-
:atlier morningt room, where a prettir, grace-

ful young lady of about eighteen or nine-

teen receivedume viith a certain amount of
trepidation, which I hastened to allay.

"Pray go not be nervous, Lady Elles-
fr-ore," I said. "I only want to put two or

th'ree questionla to you respecting these lost

jewels. tI understand that you only ar-

rived her~yegterday. I presume therefore

that you Jave, not seen them?"

"O!no nev'er!" she replied, in a girlish,
:1Iffldent itay'

"Has Sit Charles ever spoken of them to

"Yes! Miten. He used to tell me how

beautifulathey. were, and of the manner In

which they haki come into the possession of

bis fathers frdin the rajah of Tanibore, and
that they- weIte to be his when Sir Henry

:lled!"
"I suppose he had never the least doubt
:>that?"
"Oh! never! He has drawn them for me so

that I might have some idea of their shane

and size, anid-he has often told me, long be-
fore we were married, how he intended to
have them set in order that his future wife

might wear them."
"Had you heard anything of these un-

happy quarrels with his father, Lady Elles-

mnere?"
"Bometimes my husband spoke of them,

but not often. The thought of them made
him too unhappy. He was very fond of

his father-and so was his father of him,

until the-the-other Lady Ellesmere came
between them!I"

"But it has been all hearsay with you."
"Yes; all hearsay!"
At this juncture -the door of the room

opened, and Sir Charles' voice was heard
racaxing some one to enter.

"Come along, Julia!" he said; "come

along and see Gertrude! Come with
Charlie!"-

(Ton be en~ein on Feary'....'m

IN .THE CHURCHES

Tomorrow the mission which began at
St. Augustine's Church last Sunday week,
mder the direction of the Paulist Fathers.
will close with a high mass. Last week
the mision was for women, but this week
for men, and both have been well attend-
ed. The band of the Paulists in charge
are as follows: Revs. M. P. Smith, E. H.
Youman and Peter J. O'Callaghan. -

Mr. Thomas C. Pole, director of the vest-
d choir of the Church of the Incarnation,
Protestant Episcopal, has resigned, and the
arganist of the church, Mr. Watts, has been
appointed to the vacancy.
The Sunday school of Union M. E.

Church has elected the following officers:
;. S.Wescott, superintendent for the eighth
year; Anson S. Taylor, secretary; F. C.
UAnger, assistant superintendent; A. M.
3anaewer, treasurer; M. Fernandez, librar-ian; John Meany, assistant l:hrarian; Dr.

J.J. Ladson, chorister; MIss 'isle Roach.
arganist, and Miss Grace Cobaugh. assist-
int organist. Mr. Taylor is now entering
upon his twenty-sixth year in the service
3f Zion Church as the secretary of its Sab-
Ibath Echool, an4 consequently a committee
has been appointed to secure and present
to him soine suitable token.
It is thought that Cardinal Gibbons will

appoint Rev. Father Martin P. Sullivan.
ossistant pastor of St. Peter's Church, to
the place m-ide vacant t y the resignation
of Rev. T. B. Hughes of St. Teresa's
Churcb, who ias accepted the position of
a professor at St. John's Seminary, Bos-
ton. Father Hughes has been in his pres-ent charge thirteen years.
The Methodist Ministers' Association

Monday held a meeting, at which they dis-
cussed the Bacon resolutions. Rev. Dr.
Martin F. 13. Rice opened the discussion.
Others who took part in the debate were
Rev. George B. Leech of Baltimore and
Rev. Drs. J. D. Stitt and A. It. Ames.
Judging from the opinions expressed at this
rneetIng, the Washington district, represent-eL by Its pastors, will be recorded at the
coming conference as being heartily in
favor of the resolutions. An indieatiun of
the interest taken in the .uCstIors of
church polity embodied in these resolutiors
is found in the fact that beginning with
lst Morday every session of the assoeta-
tion v.-:ll be devoted to debates on the same
qieStion. At this week's meeting it was
voted that laymen be not accorded the
privilege of being present.
There v.as a meeting this week of pas-

tors and laymen of the local Lutherar
ehurches in affilation with tie general

yned to take action looki!g toward ex-
ta'ctAing some help from .ashington to the
Lutheran TheologIcal Seminary at Gettys-
i'urg. The seminary recently completed ad-

diticrsandimprovements to its plart cost-
ing upward of eighty thousand dollars,
and they propose to liquillate a greater
portion of this debt by contribiut!onss from
the churebcs. It was resolved that the
laln churches be canvassel for several
thousand dollars. if poss-.ble, and for this
purpose a conmittee to look after the mat-
ter was appointed, as follows: Albert F.
Fox, Dr. F. Butler and Allen D. Albert.
The congregation of Mt. Sinal Baptist

Church. on l1th street northeast between
11 n-d G streets, has gor.e into its new
ditice. The upper floor, however, is theonly part occupied regularly,.'s the gpundfloor is rot yet fully completed.
Last Sunday Wesley M. E. Church held

its annual rnssionary anniversary. The
pres!iing Older, Dr. Wilson, preached a
fer mon in the morning, aid lit the after-
nco:n andieverng Mrs. L. B. Baldwin, now
of New York. hut formerly a mis ionary

('ina. riressee the -omre-ation.
The tofith anreiversary of the Sunderv

h-ho--l i1;ssionary Soetely of l,'ouglass M.
E. Church was held last Sun'ia~y evening
in the. lecture room of the chur h. The

prseist, Airs. E. J. Harper, presided. lre-sest:torn of gifts for coll"eTirg the largest
ssrmuit of mislrniy mor-cy was road' to

Iu-yho-mp, ausesLa F. hi!e ar
illa LJnmb, and Mr. B. F. Fidler. Officers

s r"elected :s follo s: Pre'id(nt, Mrs. E.
3. H-iarper; ;ice presidcnt, 1%' Ida Gilbert;
'crey' M-ss Anna It. Nev us. nd trens-

Vr r. MVss Many R. Brn-so"n. Th.- Sunday
Scol Tperan:e Sosit-ty also helI an
-wtionwith the folowi.g results: Presi-

t.It It.1 lharrell, a".l ssc'retary aml
'-urE. 'M. W'h' t. Th e r."ers .1'

th, lit-self for the f.l.s ng year areas fol ows: Su:eri; t . t 'i 'r S. Trim-
bie; first as sistant, Charles 1:. lo';erts; see-
iA asshant, Am:y L. 1'aty;' retary,lEr rIk ID- s;root: ass-sta-t leretary, Avo:i

Nevi:tre's'ser, WV. W. Ts; l;brarinin,
M.h igeley; ass stant l.brarian. How-

ard Yost; pla'ist. Ml. s Sara C.arr, and or-
ns \. Ernmma Miller.
Sv. Frark Sewal!. st"'or of the New

hr-h.i eliveing Conl Sulnd-jy eve-nin's.
.scon of !e-tures on "Pro',m of the

ItrLife.
Th- c,,mmitt-e appointed by tle Young'n's l-hr stian Sorelies of -It. rnon ard

\ ar in Churc-hes to draw ipl. a co-.:titution
the., propoised Iethodist Irosthorhood
stin!isherl i's lbors an"d s;!littej the

to the soet'tes for ratitstn. By
thne'ontituion, as reomtemt1 the organiza-

ion will be known as the "Southern Meth-
st Broterto-d." ar-d it will be governed

y 'a ucil corpose of memhers of the
a v' ral r'hapters. Temporc ry omliers are
: on to lie se'ected, arid -.'xt Au-aust the
rst-t anual meeting of 'he brotherhood is
o be held. The committee who have had'arge of the matter are as follows: W. W.
.I lan, chairman; It. E. L. Smith and J.
P'v(ert IarI of Mt. Vernon; Robert S.
Wahley, D. L. Blakemore and Emory S.
rucker of Marvin, together with the pas-
xers of the churches in an advisory capaci-ty. Since the project was first broached.two mare sooi, ties have been organized inthe Southern Methodist Church, and the
srothcrhod will etart out with a member-
thip of about two hundred.
There wi occun in the middle of May of

this year the quadrennial conference of the
Iiethodist Protestant Church of the United

States, which will he held at Kansas City.

tad It is very likely that Wash~ngton wIll
se represcented by the delegates from the
MIaryland conference, in whis'h th's city Is
toente'd, and which Is entitled to a minis-
teria1 and a lay delegate for every 2,000O
nemhers.
The WVoman's Home Messionary Soc~ety of

the Balt'more M. E. conference has set
ipart Thursday as a day of humiliation and
rayer. It will he observed in this elty hsvimeeting of the Washington district mems->ers at Foun'dry Church. at which services

ire to be h'eld, In which prominent members>f the organization are expected to take
,art.
Thursday evening at Trinity P. E. Church

Elall, St. Mark's Friendly League gave an

tntertainment for the benefit of their treas-

iry. The first portion of the program con-
tisted of selections by eight of the P-'ek sis-:ers, and one lone brother. Then followed
t hurnt cor'k aifair by Messrs. G. S. Meloy
mnd R. W. Test. which received an encere.

Fhe evening wvas closedi by experiments in
nesmerism, conducted by Mr. Thad. K.

sailor.

Ryland M. E. Sunday School Miss~onary
society has elected officers, as follows:

President. Mrs. Annie V. Cawson; secretary,

N~orth Harper; John W. Mitchell. treasurer.
Fhe last Sunday of the month the annual

inniversary of the schooi will he held.

There is to be a meeting of Baptist yourg

leople of the city on the evening of Feb-
'uary 28, at Grace Baptist Church. Dr. A.
P. Montagne of Columbian University Is to
leliver the address an the topic of the even-

ng, "Baptists in Education," This is to to
~ollowed by an onen parliament.
On the s'ime Friday evening the 1Baptistaccial Union is- to give a banquet at the E

3treet Church. The president of the un~on

s S. W. Woodward, and the secretary D. S.
Pos~ter.

The Methodist Protestant Ministers' As-

tociation listened to an address Monday

norning from Rev. E. C. Makosky, on
'Render unto Caesar that which islaesar'sa."
Last Friday evening the Christian En-

leavor Society of the Church of the Ref-
>rmation gave a concert In aid of their '96

~und.
M. Fernandez. has been elected president

tad Miss Magg~e Rrook treasurer of .the

[inion M. E. Sabbath School Missionary So-

riety.
Monday evening the King's Daugfiters of
he Sixth PresbyterIan Church gave a "hard
:imes" social. Fancy prices were charged'or all those parts of the costume of any
person who attended which in any way

tavored of a luxury. Wednesday evening of

he. week before occurred the monthly so-:iatme of the church. This was in the form

tf a millinery affair, ten ladies bringing a

onnet each and ten gentlemen being set towork to trim them'for a prize for the most
:asteful headgear.
It has been decided to hold the semi-an-

aual meeting of the Columbian Baptist As-
sociation from April 21 to 23. A committee

:onsisting of men. has be'en appointed to

.ook after the necessary arrangements, comn-

posed of Rev. A. F. Anderson, chairman;
Rev. George Bowman, and Messrs. D. C.

[ountain, Pierson H. Bristow and F. A.

Rtoderiek-
Yesterday evening the Ladie' Aid Society
f the Church of the Reformation held a re-

:eption in the lecture room. At the eon-
:lusion of the evening's enteretament a,

which had been distriated about six manths
ago. The contents will be appied toward
paying the Interest an the church debt and
in extinguishing a portion of the principal.
During the month of January the societyraided and contributed aver a thousea dol-
lars for the same purpose.At the fourth quarterly conference of
Fletcher 3. E. Church, held Wednesday
evening, the following appointments were
made for the ensuing year: Trustees
--M. Birkhead, C. C. H. Moily, John
Yost, WM. Lawson and Mr. Collison;stewards-J. W. Allen, recording steward;M. Blrkhead, district steward; C. C. H.
Moxly, M. E. Fowler, W. M. Chase. John
F. Lacy, D. Buchanan. Mrs. M. C. Moore,
Mrs. A. V. Allen and Mrs. E. Allpress.
The choice of Mr. D. Buchanan as Sun-

day school superintendent was confirmed.
Mrs. A. V. Allen was approved for presi-
dent of the Epworth League.
A unanimous vote was taken. Inviting

the pastor. Rev. Charles 0. Cook, to return
to the church for another term, and also
asking that Presiding Elder Luther B. Wil-
son be mtained in his present position.Emory Chapel M. E. Church has selected
the following offilcers: A. G. Osborn. B. C.
King. John G. Keene, Theodore H. Thomas
and D. A. Whitmar as stewards; presidentboard stewards. John G. Keene; secretaryboard stewards. B. C. Keene; treasurer
board stewards, A. G. Osborn; district
steward. John G. Keene, and alternate,Theodore H. Thomas.
A mass meeting of the local chapters of

the Epworth League was held at Waugh
M. E. Church last evening, and although
two of the announced speakers were sick
and unable to be present, the disappoint-
mont did not destroy the enthusiasm of the
big audience.
First Vice President Rev. I. J. Clark con-

ducted the exercises, and Fourth Vice Pres-
ident William J. Palmer acted as musical
director. A service of song preceded the
regular program. Rev. Charles L. Pate of
the North Capitol M. E. Church conducted
the devotional exercises, and solos were
sung by Miss Gertrude Dana and William
J. Palmer.
Presiding Elder Luther B. Wilson made

a short address, and testimonies from the
floor were received in rapid succession. A
resoalution was offered indorsing Senator
McMillan's bill for the observance of Sun-day as a day of rest.

THIS
I IUR 0 N
IS HOT

HIT IT! There's a time for
all things-and we say to you
-candidly and honestly-
that there has never been +

such a splendid chance to
buy Furniture - as right
NOW! This is the time of
year when we MUST make
room for spring goods.

We Are
Selling
Furnture

Below Cost!
: We want the cash buyers

to KNOW this-want them
to compare the lowest prices *1
they ever HEARD of-with
these of ours! Parlor Suites *
-Ded Room Suites-Rock-
ers-EVERYTHING going :
at a fraction of real value- .

but you must be QUICK.Credit if you want it-with *

PLEASU~RE-no notcs-no
interest. All carpet made *

. and laid FREE-no charge
for waste in matching fig-
&ire-s. It's the chance of
your whole LIFE.

3MANINfOTsi CimDilIr E

fe*'0S d PEr. 1-1 AM) 1 1,TS.

f4 mb 4 I T

cr. 'it 7 5 st.

,Wearewn.1ing
-to lt 3ot have all 1i Furnitur,Cr P

o urtains. etc., simp.ily anl sniily 0:1
ymr prouise to ljy u4 a little each wek.
11-re's twu barg:ain-others await your

ilideboards,
I G'ood. Substantial. Solid Oak Sideboards.
4Only $10-on credit.

Baby Carriages,
95==edit.

ImLoely weather to take baby a ride.
Ikiby Carriages here $5 and up.

IRUDDEN'S
Iredit House, 5113 7th St.

'Need Never Suffer'
withRh~eumatism(---aan-i you'll take "S. & S." IHfX.-
---- SIATh' REl~EDY. It goes tn the seat

--of trinible-THE BLAOOD-and puts it
--- in a perfe elly healthy condition. Isa't
--- se roaid:- prseaptoneared byst-ill-t

----
OE0. a large tiot tie.

Scheiler& Stevens, :"'its.
cOlt. IPTIl AND i'A. AVE. fe4-201

FOR 5 O'CLOCK TEAS-
And, in fact, all socia.l occasions,
Burchell's Spring Leaf Tea has
been and will be the favorite.
Only 50c. lb.

N. W. Burchell, 1325 F St.
fel4-14d

PHOTOS i "" M"E"ZZO s

,lloth r. am.l ot

$4 dozen. daxLiritely finish-
W. HI. Stafee, 1107 F St.
Successor to 31. B. lhRADY. f,14-1(i1

At less than cost. Everv~
A Large Book in the store re-

Stock of duced. All stanldardlworks, bcist authors, re-Books duced alike. Colle in
and get prices.

John C. Parker,-
6:7-6l07THST. N-.w. fe4-16d

Franklin & Co.,
OPTICIANS,'

have resmoved t. their new store,

1203 P St. N.W.
large mad Seleet ftock Mt ETE'1 nd
Mirno @La.s SPECrAISEY-
CLamin MTC., ETC.
.Oesit' grenrisis carefully Elled.

You spend
most of
your life

--wit noar mmw go. al
whether ,I. .em t oe.
fortably aeeeo. a gest ad
Stheir ft. J" me may "

have pertEet4ttg hmmg m'
those whch ae ot as.
Wilmon's $SO Shoes aever

Var-the are away,
same eaWy-tti& styi,
well-.eari she

Wilson, 929 F St.

,little for suC4-75 a trunk
e--.. til..n.o. we-re c...t.nl t.y,

to to do better for yea, and this Is
the eolt at our efforts. This TrnkIs canvaa covered, .as Get top; eheet.
Ie 1iottem; 3 heavy atetl hIo; re-
inferced strips: beavy steel clampS;
heavy loek bolt; Excebeor" lock:
beavy hard-sued cleats: full-covered
tray-mnulia lined thraghout.
28-ia. 30-In. 32-In. in..-ta.
$4.75 $.25 $.75 44.25 06.75Name warked an It and a Strop free
of charge.

neessi, 425 7th St.
te4-29d

'THAT
CREAMC
-we have been referring to. hare ynutoed it-yet? IFlAl to 3 quarts of ordi-
nary cream I: will nu.ke Charlotte llusse

_In 5 minuteq. Taske 10 gallon. of nilk tnimfe a gallom of this cream. Only for
sale at our

Uptown branch, i r48,Conn. Ave. l

'T butt-r question Is a Serinse one.
Tu are sure of the best butter and loweft
prIces In buying of na:
Best Vrenn:ery Mutter. 30e. lb.
6-lb. boxes Oreat-ry, $1.40.
*- Oyster, Jr.,

1148 Conn. Ave.
26 Riggs Market.
375-6-7 Center Market.

felO-Sim.40

peTracing Cloth. BIIe PrintPa. Paer and any and all other

Drawing artile. lm.ful or meresary

d to artists . nrLatects orBoards, draughltsmen are to be fosed
PenCils he'e I the greatest ai,Un-

Pe, dance and 'rriety. and at
T. Squares, pr;en to sujt the Most GOP

no le t.Geo. F. fluth & Co.'s
lildera Art Store.

418 7th St. N. W.
Successors to Geo. Ryneal, Jr.fe13-2=d

"Hadger
Specials"

Are undntitedly the le':d4ng lw-pricedwlheelt. The cah gi e is $50. and It Is a
fj-t that tvre are wheels eos'Ing tulee-
that suri that are distfthety inferir In
terila. d-sign and woriizasidp. Ist u%
show them" to you.

10"4--6.Hadger,'cc-,I e~~0Co- are- 1!014-28d

M.thol of tr.-ating the feet.
I t- t r1 v,of ain. synall -owt.

11 . J.J. GDRGEN & SON
S t1 6 P.M. Foul etcausta.Su::a. 9 to . II:5 1 a.ave.

You Ladies Ought to Know
1.7 t14 lime that tlhre's no other estallenunt
t.at Ocln4 and "dc.'s Up" Gwna and Finery sodaintif as .e, d10. Vkapon Nwl call. Drop p" tal.
Anton Fischer, 906 G St. d

In SWEETNESS nnd POWER of TON. BEAMTX
of I -SIGN and STINGTH of CONhTILtUIuM
"Bay State"
Guitars,
Mandolins,
Banjos,
Zithers and
Fles
are equaled by no otheor Amgean itrumenats.
Loweat In prIce of any strictly idrh-grade instza.mer~ts. 26 AWARDR.~ bend for Cataloguea.
A. HI1LERLON B1AND ITUMEN'Di ARE SrTiEBZ.
John C.Ilaynes & Co.,

d53 to 563 WASRlIGtON dT..
deE-tu.thes39t - Boton.

Paeonian Spring
Water.

A Pl'RE TABtLE WATER.
PIA(LND) WA~ IIIWtAJED AT H Alk THlE cNT.~

INDIGESTION. DYSI1ME'SIA. GOUT AND IIEU-
MIATLSM.

ASK YOU1R GROCER ORt DRUltGGST POR IT.'

J. F. iHagan,
MS8Z2ID ST. N. W.

fel-s&-th.tt (GENERAL. AGENT.

"-" Molasses Taffy.i
For the best name of notSmore than six lktters we'll

i give $20 in gold. Contest 4
i closes February 18. Send in

$ one or miore names.

lvE7Fur cor'ditkona see last week's 'Star."

F-~ussell's Name~Contest,ll427 N.Y.Ave.

The
California

Corset
Fits, Wears and is Comfortable.

E3 NOT POLD IN S'ItR.

Send for Descriptive Catalogue.
California Corset Co.,
js30-3m BROOKLYN. N.Y.

(J~lABNY)HifA NDAMN A
('3m:* t.th.lak thet skin soft. flrm and bemati-

-:1. Alen:: -it want for ladies. femplee. 21
:KAiLES TOILET CO., 132 LG

I


